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principles which might even then have reconciled the strength
and decorum of monarchy with an adequate measure of
popular control. Nay, had Wentworth been admitted to
the confidence of his Sovereign in 1625 instead of in 1628,
the whole course of subsequent events might have been
radically different. Of the men who played a leading part
in the later acts of the drama it is not necessary now to
speak. Lilburne and the younger Vane, Ludlowand Hazel-
rig were unequivocal Republicans, but Ireton and Cromwell,
even if they had leanings originally in that direction, dis-
covered their mistake before the death of the King, and did
their utmost to repair it.

In the long gallery of seventeenth-century portraits,
what special place are we to assign to that of Lucius Gary,
Viscount Falkland ? As to the position of the statesman
and the thinker there has been infinite dispute; as to the
lineaments of the man there are none. Clarendon painted
the portrait of his friend in colours which will never fade.
" At the battle of Newbury was slain the Lord Viscount
Falkland; a person of such prodigious parts of learning
and knowledge, of that inimitable sweetness and delight
in conversation, of so glowing and obliging a humanity
and goodness to mankind, and of that primitive simplicity
and integrity of life, that if there were no other brand upon
this odious and accursed civil war than that single loss it
must be most infamous and execrable to all posterity."
Clarendon, it may be urged, wrote under a sense of recent
and irreparable personal loss. But Bishop Burnet, who is
under no suspicion of partiality, has supplied testimony to
Falkland's character which, if less emphatic than Clarendon's,
is, from its casual and unpremeditated nature, even more
remarkable. "Bishop Morley," he writes, "first became
known to the world as a friend of Lord Falkland's, and
that was enough in itself to raise a man's character."